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A steady increase in the world's population and consumption of seafood has
led to a sharp decline in stocks of some fish and crustaceans species of high
commercial value, thus leading to their extinction. In addition, factors such as
climatic changes, ocean acidification, pollution, and overfishing activities have a
negative impact on fisheries and biodiversity.

To bridge the gap between supply and demand, the aquaculture industry has
become the an ideal and effective solution. It meets the needs of international and
local markets, ever increasing demand for seafood, and also helps to reduce the
increasing pressure on capture fisheries. According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) statistics for the year 2020, aquaculture
meets about 52% of the demand of the international markets. The aquaculture
industry is considered as one of the most important and fastest growing food
industries in the world. Many countries in the world have harnessed great efforts
and allocated huge funds for research to develop this important industry. These
efforts focused largely on developing the breeding and production strategies for
fish and crustaceans adopting sustainable technologies that are environmentally
friendly and economically viable, at the same time, giving importance to the
product quality and production cost. However, aquaculture has some negative
effects on the surrounding environment, with concerns of environmental pollution
resulting from the discharge of untreated fish farm effluents. Increasing
consumption of the underground water is also a concern. Therefore, it is necessary
that legal and regulatory enforcements are applied to prevent any possible negative
effect of aquaculture sector on the surrounding environment. International
conferences held annually emphasized the need to find sustainable and
environmentally friendly farming systems that ensure food security and contribute
in preserving the environment and biodiversity.



The Kuwaiti fisheries is facing a serious collapse. The catch provides for about
15% of the local market's demand, while the rest (85%) is imported from the
international markets. That is why, through the development plan (New Kuwait
2035), the State of Kuwait is planning to achieve seafood security through
supporting research and applied projects and encouraging the private sector to
Invest in the aquaculture industry.

The Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, in cooperation with the
Australian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is organizing the first international
conference entitled “Success of Aquaculture, Sustainability of Fisheries and
Biodiversity Conservation: Towards Food Security in the Gulf Region” during the
period from 2-3 February 2022. This conference aims at exchanging scientific and
practical experiences with regional and international institutions to identify the
efforts made in the field of commercial aquaculture, conservation of biodiversity in
the land and seas, sustainability of fisheries, and achievement of food security for
the Arabian Gulf Countries.

The conference will be attended by experts from Australia, Japan, India,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and the Maldives, in addition to experts from the
Sultanate of Oman, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar.

The conference will be followed by a panel discussion to approve the
recommendations aimed at laying the foundations for cooperation towards
successful development of fish and crustacean farming industry.

After the conference, a workshop entitled "The Future of Aquaculture in the
Region: Opportunities and Challenges” will be held from 6-8 February 2022 to
discuss the best commercial aquaculture systems that suit Kuwait and the
neighboring countries. The importance of cooperation between governmental
institutions and the private sector to achieve the desired food security plan will be
highlighted.

This event will contribute to strengthen the cooperation between government
institutions and the private sector in Kuwait to effectively participate in the
implementation of the "New Kuwait 2035" development plan and the preservation
of the environment, developing Kuwaiti manpower, assisting entrepreneurs to
develop profitable investment in aquaculture and to achieve seafood security.
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