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Mrs Amani Al-Yaqout is an expert in fish
and crustacean Aquaculture Program of
the Environmental and Life Sciences
Center at the Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research. The main fields of
Mrs. Al-Yaqout’s research projects are
organic, eco-friendly aquaculture. Al-
Yaqout developed an innovation in
aquaculture for the development of New
Anesthetics and Therapeutics for use in
fish and shrimp culture Aquaculture to
avoid the use of harmful chemicals and
antibiotics. Mrs. Al-Yaqout introduced to
KISR the culture of 4 new species;
Australian Sea Bass, Giant Mud Crabs,
Giant Freshwater Prawn and Black Tiger
shrimp. She has published 15 papers in
peer reviewed journals and participated
with her work in 14 international
conferences. 

MRS. AMANI ALYAQOUT

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Aquaculture



PROF. ABIGAIL ELIZUR

Professor Abigail Elizur is the Director of
the Genecology Research Centre at the
University of the Sunshine Coast and an
active researcher in the field of
aquaculture biotechnology with a focus
on reproductive technologies. She has
been involved in the application of
molecular biology and biotechnology to
aquaculture since 1990, and has worked
with multiple aquaculture species
including fish (tuna, salmon, groupers,
kingfish, mullet, rabbitfish, to name a
few) oysters (edible and pearl oysters),
echinoderms (sea cucumbers) and
crustaceans (prawns and crabs). Since
joining USC in 2004, she has built an
internationally recognised research group
with a major focus on the development
and implementation of novel tools to
promote reproductive success in
aquaculture species.

Organization:

Specialization:

Aquaculture Biotechnology and
Director, GeneCology Research
Centre, University of the
Sunshine Coast.

Research



Prof. Knibb completed his PhD in Population
Genetics from the Australian National
University, ACT in 1982. Following on, from
1990 to 1999, Wayne was Head of the
Genetics Department, NCM, Israel, and was a
pioneer in the genetic improvement of
marine fish (sea bream and sea bass) using
selection, single gene mutations, hybrids,
triploids, and genetic engineering.
From 2000 to 2006, Wayne took up a position
as Principal Research Scientist for the
Queensland Department of Primary
Industries; and from 2004 to 2006, was the
leader (Principal Investigator) of Australia’s
major collaborative genetic selection
program for the giant black tiger prawns
(Penaeus monodon). The collaborators /
partners on this project included the
Australian Institute of Marine Science, CSIRO,
The Australian Prawn Farmers Association,
and the Fisheries Research and Development
Corporation (FRDC).
Presently, Wayne is a leader of the genetics
breeding group that includes 11 staff and
students with active projects in five
Australian states and four overseas countries.

PROF. WAYNE KNIBB

Organization:

Specialization:

University of the Sunshine Coast

Research

https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-the-sunshine-coast-1068


Professor Dean Jerry is a Professor in
Aquaculture and the Director of the ARC
Research Hub for Advanced Prawn
Breeding, ARC Research Hub for
Supercharging Tropical Aquaculture
Through Genetic Solutions and the
Tropical Futures Institute, JCU Singapore.
He is also the Associate Dean of Research
for the College of Science and
Engineering. 
Professor Jerry is globally known for his
work in aquaculture, with his primary
area of research focus and expertise in
the application of genetic technologies to
the improvement of farmed aquatic
species. He has worked with over 12
aquaculture species over the last 18 years
and over this time has built a large
internationally recognised research team
which has been instrumental in the
development of genetic tools and
knowledge to inform selective breeding
programs for numerous tropical farmed
species. 

PROF. DEAN JERRY 

Organization:

Specialization:

College of Science & Engineering,
James Cook University,
Townsville.

Research & practical application 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jcu.edu.au%2fprawn-breeding-hub&c=E,1,Y06PpoT9wxVeEB7LoDHmS33f9xSo-xu04vNkZlQmEC8iEBMzMcV-YJRK6FXOY9rFKJvibSyey1fh7Fj1LvVUlrs-iy5q80D3M6tA2h8H&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jcu.edu.sg%2ftfi&c=E,1,zwjfdtluuD57z455lb9JEEIWiVRhoglIxodZsiwdJyrwtE6NFY_xcGCXsq1iR5ZM4BypNdF7WI8GZDFLf_pUrEt_aPpudcFjIWjFiJQqwmv2CAA,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jcu.edu.sg%2f&c=E,1,uUKPjiTju6w6Ve33Z1zYjZAIbOmX8LFFfuVVz5pvEShGDXlnMSSVO0F7wHgbydkWCpuzVDopflEdlYkgGrhzrp6Pw5Fy9D-3fNvfRGRllVNGfpU-VxcfieNbR90,&typo=1


Dr. Delbert Gatlin III began his career at
Texas A&M University in 1987. Dr. Gatlin
has since served in many capacities and
leadership roles at Texas A&M, first in the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Sciences and now in the Department of
Ecology and Conservation Biology. Dr.
Gatlin is a Regents Professor and also
serves as an Associate Senior Scientist
with the Aquaculture Protein Centre of
Norway. Gatlin has taught and mentored
undergraduate and graduate students in
courses and research relating to
aquaculture and aquatic animal nutrition.
Dr. Gatlin conducts and oversees research
in the Fish Nutrition Lab, which is focused
on research and teaching that promotes
development of a sound biological basis
for warmwater aquaculture and aquatic
ecology. 

DR. DELBERT GATLIN

Organization:

Specialization:

Texas A&M University

Fish Nutrition 

https://agrilife.org/fishnutrition/


A member of the aquaculture industry for
26 years.

Owner of LMC Training Pty Ltd - A
company that assists commercial
aquaculture enterprises to enhance their
productivity through meaningful training
and professional development. We also
help people who are aspiring to make
aquaculture a career through the delivery
of quality accredited, industry relevant
courses. 

MR. MARK OLIVER

Organization:

Specialization:

LMC training Pty Ltd

Aquaculture



Simon is an experimental scientist whose
research focuses on sustainable
aquaculture production. He has over
twenty years of research experience with
tropical aquaculture species. He has
worked with numerous crustacean
species, including tiger prawns and spiny
lobsters in Australia, Vietnam and
Indonesia. In recent years, he has
authored or contributed to key technical
reports which have examined the viability
of aquaculture in northern Australia.
Simon leads the technical team for CSIRO
at the Bribie Island Research Centre
(BIRC), the first dedicated multi-
functional aquaculture research facility
to be built in Australia. The Centre plays a
significant role in technological
development and extension to the
aquaculture industry in tropical and
subtropical Queensland.

MR. SIMON IRVIN

Organization:

Specialization:

CSIRO Aquaculture Biology -
Team Leader

Research & practical application Fish
culture



Experienced Manager with a
demonstrated history of working in the
research industry. Skilled in Marine
Biology, Climate Change, Microscopy,
Science, and Environmental Science.
Strong professional with a Master of
Science (MS) focused in Zoology/Marine
Biology from James Cook University.

The Australian Institute of Marine Science
(AIMS) is Australia’s tropical marine
research agency.
We play a pivotal role in providing large-
scale, long-term and world-class
research that helps governments,
industry and the wider community to
make informed decisions about the
management of Australia’s marine
estate.

MR. CRAIG HUMPHREY

Organization:

Speciality:

Australian Institute of Marine
Science

Manager SeaSim Precinct



Professor Emeritus of Mie University,
Japan. Ph.D. (Kyushu University, Japan).
His specialized field is aquaculture,
especially in larval rearing technology of
marine finfish species and fish nutrition.
He retired the Graduate School of
Bioresources, Mie University in 2021.
Former vice president on International
Affairs, Mie University. Former president
of the Japanese Society for Aquaculture
Science.

DR. TAKAO YOSHIMATSU

Organization:

Specialization:

Mie University, Japan 

General AQ in Japan



Dr. Stamatis Zogaris is a GreekCanadian
academic Geographer and Biologist
promoting conservation and natural
history studies. He is Senior Researcher at
the Greek Government's largest marine
and inland waters research institute, the
Hellenic Centre for Marine Research
(HCMR). He is an expert in fish and
wildlife and is a lifelong naturalist. He
studied in Canada (Simon Fraser
University), the UK (Bangor University)
and Greece (PhD, University of Ioannina).
Nominated as expert in the Greek
delegation for the Intercalibration
activities of Europe's Water Framework
Directive for fishes and has worked on
many international conservation science
projects including funding from the IUCN,
EuropeAID, UNDP, the European Union,
Global Environmental Facility (GEF),
multinational companies and many
NGOs.

DR. STAMATIS ZOGARIS

Organization:

Specialization:

Institute of Marine Biological
Resources and Inland Waters,
(HCMR) Greece.

Research



RADAQUA provide turnkey solutions for
the design, construction and
management of aquaculture facilities.
RADAQUA specialise in the delivery of
customised land based recirculating
aquaculture systems for the sustainable
production of premium seafood products
in an environmentally friendly manner
through the use of advanced engineering
principles, the latest technologies and
innovative operational processes.

MR. ROHAN SHELL &
MR. RODNEY MISSEN

Specialization:

Provides solutions for Aquaculture
Facilities.



RIDLEY CORPORATION

Specialization:

Food Development

Ridley Corporation proudly stands as an
Australian owned company and is the
country’s largest commercial provider of
high performance animal nutrition
solutions.
Ridley Corporation Limited is a locally-
owned publicly listed company, deriving
revenue from the provision of high-
quality animal nutrition solutions. The
company employs approximately 610
people, operates in Australia, Thailand,
India and Ecuador, and is administered by
its head office in Melbourne, Victoria.



Mr. Khalfan M Alrashdi is currently a
Senior Researcher in the field of
Aquaculture and fisheries Science in the
Sultanate of Oman. He works in the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Water
Resources, Directorate General of
Fisheries Research. Alrashdi has been
awarded First Arab Prize in Aquaculture
scientific innovation for his research in
abalone aquaculture in 2012. The award
was given by Arab Organization for
Agricultural Development (AOAD), Arab
League. Again in 2020, he has received
second rank Arab prize for food security
research in seacucumber aquaculture
research, awarded by AOAD. Alrashdi has
published many scientific peer reviewed
papers in the field of shellfish
aquaculture and fisheries with several
extensional and scientific published
books and booklets in both Arabic and
English languages. 

DR. KHALFAN ALRASHDI

Organization:

Specialization:

Research

Ministry of Agriculture &
Fisheries
Sultanate of Oman



Mr. Al-Abri is a vegetable researcher at
the Directorate General of Agricultural
and Livestock Research, Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, Sultanate of
Oman. Mr.  Al-Abri’s experience covers
the establishment and management of
the commercial aquaponics in Oman.  He
is an expert in the greenhouse technique
and design to avoid any obstacles in the
commercial aquaponics.

MR. WALEED AL-ABRI

Organization:

Specialization:

Ministry of Agriculture &
Fisheries
Sultanate of Oman

Research



A long experience of 20 years in the field
of Transplanting  mangrove seedling and
also the artificial coral reefs project,' and
a head of Omani divers team established
by Ministry of Environment& climate
affairs  to organize campaigns to clean
coral reefs environments among the
recommendations of the coral reefs
management plan, and also the Head of
the project of transplanting  one million
mangroves seedlings since a year 2001.

MR. BADER ALBULUSHI

Organization:

Specialization:

Ministry of Environment &
Climate Affairs 
Sultanate of Oman

Coral Reefs & Mangrove



Zuridah Merican is Editor/Publisher of the
16-year-old bimonthly of AQUA
CULTURE Asia Pacific magazine. She has
more than 35 years of experience in the
aquaculture industry. Zuridah has written
a chapter on aquafeeds in Asia
(Aquafeeds Formulation, 2016) and
several research and technical papers on
aquaculture in Asia. Zuridah, a Malaysian,
has an MSc in Aquaculture from the
Institute of Aquaculture, Stirling
University, Scotland and a PhD on shrimp
nutrition from the National University of
Singapore. Zuridah also co-organises the
conference series The Aquaculture
Roundtable Series or TARS. 

DR. ZURAIDAH MERICAN

Organization:

Specialization:

AQUA CULTURE Asia Pacific
magazine

Aquaculture



Dr. Pushpalatha is currently taking the
responsibility as the Director – Extension of
National Aquaculture Development
Authority of Sri Lanka overseeing the
Extension division with a responsibility for
over 250 staff members spread across the
island. She holds a PhD. In Inland Fisheries
from University of Kelaniya where she holds
a Master of Arts (Sociology), M. Phil.
(Fisheries Biology) and the Bachelor of
Science (Special) degree in Zoology.
Moving forward with her solid and
exponential academic plus professional
bandwidth she has undertaken many other
international and national consultancies
and contracts. One of which would be
working as the National Consultant for
Aquaculture Development for Inland
Fisheries and aquaculture development
implementation program for Northern
Province. And she has hold numerous
responsibilities as a Visiting lecturer, project
lead, sector specialist for multitude of
international and domestic projects in the
fields of strategy implementation and
execution for Aquaculture development in
Sri Lanka.

DR. CHANDRANI PUSHPALATHA

Organization:

Specialization:

Extension of National
Aquaculture Development
Authority of Sri Lanka

Aquaculture



Experienced Environmental Specialist
with a demonstrated history of working in
the oil & gas and mining industry. Skilled
in Coastal, Marine and Terrestrial
Environmental Issues, Environmental
Compliance, Coastal Processes, and
Environmental Auditing. Strong
community and social services
professional with a Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) focused on natural resource
management from Southern Cross
University in Australia.

DR. RONALD LOUGHLAND 

Organization:

Specialization:

Saudi Aramco Environment

Environment



Mr. Faiz has left behind a record of 49
years of service in the public & private
sectors. After his training as a marine
engineer from 1969-1973, Mr. Faiz
commenced his career by joining the
National Carrier Maldives Shipping as an
Engineering Officer. Apart from a trail of
a lengthy record of services, he continues
to work in consultancy. He is currently
working for Reefside Company as a
consultant on fisheries and foreign
investment projects. He is also serving as
a consultant to the Minister of Economic
Devolvement of the Government of the
Maldives on mariculture development.

MR. ALI FAIZ

Organization:

Specialization:

Maldives Fund Management
Corporation.

Fisheries and foreign investment
projects



Hassan Manik has over 15 years of
experience in both public & private
sector, in the areas of national planning,
banking, capital markets, consultancy,
and finance and project management. He
served at the Maldives Stock Exchange
and Maldives Securities Depository as the
Chief Executive Officer for the years 2011
— 2017. He was a former executive board
member to South Asian Federation of
Exchanges for the years 2015 to 2017.

In addition to his active role as the MD
and CEO of Maldives Fund Management
Corporation, he is a senior consultant at
the Ministry of Economic Development of
the Republic of Maldives

MR. HASAN MANIK

Organization:

Specialization:

Maldives Fund Management
Corporation.

Research



Dr. Abdulrahman Ben-Hasan is an
assistant professor in marine resource
management at the department of
marine science, Kuwait University. His
current areas of research focus on
analyzing diverse fisheries contexts that
complicate management—like
fundamentally weak regulatory agencies,
transboundary fish stocks, and escalated
market demand—and the financial return
of exploiting fish stocks to coastal states.

DR. ABDULRAHMAN BEN-
HASAN 

Organization:

Specialization:

Kuwait University

Research



Dr. Azad is a research scientist in
Aquaculture Program of Environmental
and Life Sciences Center at the Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR). His
work experience is 20 years as scientist,
senior scientist and principal scientist in
ICAR. He has experience as associate
research scientist and research scientist
(15 years) at KISR. Also, he is experienced
for 9 years in freshwater fisheries, marine
and brackish water aquaculture research
with special emphasis on aquaculture fish
breeding, nutrition, and health
management in India. He has published
65research papers in peer reviewed
journals. Dr. Azad has written chapters in
four books and served as a senior editor
for a book published by Nova Science
Publications, USA. His fields of research
are fish and shellfish disease diagnostics,
prophylaxis, and health management. He
has 2 granted patents and one pending
from USA patent and trademark office

DR. AZAD ISMAIL

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Research



Dr. Saif is a Senior Research Scientist in
the Environment and Life Sciences
Research Center in Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research. Dr. Saif current
interest in radioecology hopes to shed
light on a comprehensive understanding
of 210Po and 210Pb in the environment.
He is also looking at the turnaround of
contaminants in the environment
focusing on atmospheric transfer, long-
range transport, and biomagnification in
marine biota. His current research
expands in the area of Ocean
Acidification and Ocean Warming:
studying the biological response to
changing oceanic conditions and change
in the bioavailability of contaminants
including microplastics.

DR. SAIF UD DIN

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Research



Dr. Manal Al-Kandari is an Associate Research
Scientist under the Ecosystem-Based
Management of the Marine Resources Program
(EBMMR) in the Environmental and Life Sciences
Research Center (ELSRC) at Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR). She got her Bachelor of
Science in Zoology from Kuwait University in
1999, a Master of Science in Parasitology from
Kuwait University in 2002. She earned her Ph.D.
degree in molecular biology and marine
biodiversity in 2012, including HAB’s bloom and
ecology from the Marine Biological Association
(MPA) of the United Kingdom, Sir Alister Hardy
Foundation for Ocean Science (SAHFOS) using the
Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR) survey, and
Plymouth University. She has experience in
quantitative and qualitative sampling and
identification of microalgae. She has 19 years of
research experience at KISR. She participated in
several research projects in biological
oceanography, including investigations on
chlorophyll, primary productivity, microalgae
taxonomy, microalgae quantitative and
qualitative analysis, and monitoring HAB samples
from any sudden incidence of microalgal blooms.
She authored 16 scientific papers published in
international journals, two identification atlas
books, and KISR scientific reports, including
technical, annual, and final reports. 

DR. MANAL ALKANDARI

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Research



Dr. S. Neelamani is a Senior Research Scientist,
Coastal Management Program, Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research, Kuwait. He got his Ph.D. from
Indian Institute of Technology Madras in 1990 and
was teaching in the Department of Ocean
Engineering, IIT Madras from 1990 to 2003.  He
was the recipient of the Alexander von Humboldt
Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship, Germany
during 1996 to 1998.   
He has more than 300 scientific papers published
in the reputed international and National Journals
and conferences.  He also has many articles in local
newspapers and web sites on topics useful for
societies. 
His specialization is Coastal and Ocean structures,
Ocean Energy and marine environmental issues.  
He was bestowed with the Scientific Achievement
Award by Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
since 2009 for 6 years for his distinguished
scientific contribution and achievements.  
He also got three US patents as lead inventor
during 2016 and many recognitions from around
the world for these inventions. These three patents
won Gold and Silver medals in the international
innovation exhibition in Kuwait, Switzerland and
Germany. 

DR. S. NEELAMANI 

Organization:

Speciality:

KISR

Research



Dr. Turki Al-Said (Associate Research
Scientist, EBMMR/ELSRC) is a marine
biogeochemist in charge of chemistry
laboratories at the Oceanography
research facility in Salmiya, KISR. He has
over 20 years of research experience and
has participated in many oceanographic
research projects in Kuwaiti waters and
the Arabian Gulf. At present, he is leading
a major UN-funded project from KNFP to
establish a Marine Protected Area (MPA)
in the Sulaibikhat Bay (SP200EC) and a
KFAS funded project on the effect of
mineral dust on ocean productivity and
biogeochemistry of the northern Arabian
Gulf (project code: FM104C). His research
focuses on nutrient dynamics in coastal
waters, trace metals speciation (copper
and iron), acquisition of trace metals by
phytoplankton, and phytoplankton
culture experiment studies. Dr. Turki has
published more than 21 research articles
in peer-reviewed international journals. 

DR. TURKI ALSAID

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Research



Dr. Rakhesh Madhusoodhanan is an Associate
Research Scientist under the Ecosystem Based
Management of Marine Resources Program
(EBMMR) of the Environment and Life Sciences
Research Center of Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research, Kuwait, since 2017. Prior to this, he was
a researcher at the Department of Biology,
University of Bergen, Norway studying microbial
interactions in the plankton food-web of northern
Atlantic at Norway's national mesocosm research
facility in Bergen. Dr. Rakhesh obtained his Ph.D.
from the Department of Zoology, Andhra
University, India, studying estuarine and marine
zooplankton from the East Indian Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ). He has 18 years of research
experience in biological oceanography (plankton
and benthos), including 7.5 years in the Arabian
Gulf (Saudi and Kuwait’s territorial waters). His
current research involve plankton-environmental
interactions in the northern Arabian Gulf, marine
biodiversity, Marine Protected Area, the role of
mineral dust on the biogeochemistry of the
northern AG, and pelagic microbial food–web
interactions in the EEZ of Kuwait. Dr. Rakhesh has
published 32 full-length research articles in Q1/Q2
journals. He is an expert reviewer for many peer-
reviewed international journals

DR. RAKHESH
MADHUSOODHANAN

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Research



Dr. Shaker is an Associate Research
Scientist specialist in coral reefs ecology,
under the Ecosystem Based Management of
Marine Resources Program (EBMMR) of the
Environment and Life Sciences Research
Center of Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research.

DR. SHAKER ALHAZEEM

Organization:

Specialization:

KISR

Research


